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Professor Kazuo Otsuka, who had been the second director of the JSPS Cairo center from April 1987,
passed away on 29 April 2009 due to a stroke at the age of 59. I, Takemura, started at the Graduate
School of Humanities at Tokyo Metropolitan University in 1998, and studied under the tough but warm
guidance of Professor Otsuka, who worked there from 1992 to 2004. | would like to share a few stories |
heard from Mrs. Otsuka about his connection with the JSPS Cairo center.

She said when Prof. Otsuka was appointed director, the center had not yet been equipped with
desks, bookshelves, and so on. And since she had some experience with design, she drew up a floor-plan
for the center and made special orders from furniture stores. The desks were custom-made for the word
processors used by researchers in those days. They had shallow racks in the middle rather than additional
drawers. Prof. Otsuka fit his word processor into his desk and translated “The Middle East: An
Anthropological Approach” by Dale F. Eickelman. His Japanese translation was published in 1988 by
Iwanami Shoten. Prof. Otsuka journeyed from Cairo to meet Eickelman, who was on sabbatical in the
Orkney archipelago off the coast of Scotland. Their long friendship began when Prof. Otsuka was
director of the Cairo center.

When | asked Mrs. Otsuka about the state of the center when her husbhand was director, she
recalled exchange students Akahori, Tonakga, and Tanaka in Egypt at the time. The center doubled as her
residence. These exchange students would visit frequently, discussing their studies and materials with the
professor, playing with her young sons, and enjoying meals together. They were all young post-graduate
students around 25 or 26 years old. Prof. Otsuka was born in October 1949, so he was about 37 or 38
years old. He was already employed at the National Museum of Ethnology, and was becoming one of its
main researchers. All those young students are now leading Japanese researchers on the Middle East and
Islam. I wonder what they talked about with Prof. Otsuka back then.

The last time Prof. Otsuka visited Egypt was in the summer of 2005. | met him in Cairo. At the
time, Tokyo Governor Shintaro Ishihara was trying to force one-sided “reforms” onto the University of
Tokyo, where Otsuka worked. He was very clearly resistant to the idea. | remember that even in Cairo he
looked tired and repeatedly railed against the governor’s so-called “reforms”. It was a big difference from
the previous year, when he came to Egypt with his wife and, in his tough-yet-warm style, commented on
my master’s thesis, saying “I still don’t understand what you want to do...”.

That year, he quit Tokyo Metropolitan University and started working for the Research Institute
for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa at TUFS. He became the director of the institute and used
up all his remaining energy transforming it into an organization worthy of nationwide use. The passing of
Prof. Otsuka gave a deep sense of loss to those he left behind. His wife visited Egypt alone in March
2010. She told his friends there about his death. She brought some of his ashes and sent them off in the
Mediterranean Sea at a point viewable from the Library of Alexandria (Bibliotheca Alexandrina). I was
visiting Egypt for my doctoral research and when | heard the news from Prof. Otoshi. | accompanied
them on a short train ride to Alexandria. It is said that whoever drinks from the Nile shall return to it. And
now, Prof. Otsuka will forever drink from the Nile along the coast of the Mediterranean.



Kazuo Otsuka 47

ol 53 63 ,alally ALl mandl (oSl Gari ) JUES dpaie 55 )8 WS gy MY 1651987 ale b
8 Vaac " e " ALY IS Lle 59 3aly jee oo deled LS ) 2009 Jil 29 b 4
Ll usaﬂ‘ Laie 5.2004 S~ 1992 ple (e Al e;lﬂ\f\elsf\m&l\ 58S sk dmala (a3 A3
blaly il )y e g il aal (e IS s 3L (181998 ale daalall iy M) ) gaSU"
S b alee o MUS g 5" ga el (2T A g ) (e A Lo (lang oST Sal o a0 S alaial
R P ER R ER|PRPPEN|

O e Gl (e (8 Le @l S5 ol 3alal (e ) S iy Jua s Lenie™ s3lind da gy J s
b @il araal Jand Cum Glagaaill s 50l 58 e ciS V5 ey 5 ol S5 aalia
st Al YY) aladiul geac S5 fialll Jae a3 CailSe apaail lpmas LS GUY ala
AV oy a5 OS Caatiall 8 ailS ) 250V e Yy Cidd G avacalty LdiS) Mia (olSall
oU )5 4584y 1988 (& i ) | lalSyl Sl M oW (3l " aa s g il e 43S
Jaa )i (8 LSl S i gl i 8 s oY) (5 )l didaie b o il alall e ol BYI T () ging
M gl) el die LagiBle haka g g Wyl 5_alall & 4l 338 caillial sy caads " S
6581 (e JS IS) 1lld dlga 55 43 Jae () 5 3 a0 (iSe Al (e S g 5 alae il Ladie
| S8 AaBY) (S (uin g Sl S5 aan & Al jall UL (e ) sea8 LU BISL 5 Laligi
(U g ladall J5liis US 5 o il Ll e 0y saalys Al ool 02 (s g 0l Sl ) 5
Ay A S gusi s S5 ale25 N sa an jlac e p S Ll bl jall dla ye 8 U L5 ) 5ilS
(LS 43u37 o yec 1949 psiSH 4

Asdas gl (3 pal) bl Hall g 23l Jaby aal e ) g jba Glalll s )l
@uﬁq;zﬁul\@mhuqﬂ‘ZOOSW@H"SWJ" me\l.@_ﬁ‘)\_)b‘).aﬁ‘@\s
hbﬂdéwz\ug\é&Q)ﬁdﬂ;\)}?bd)&ew"})@\JM\"L&M\%#\W
Eﬁwbojﬁjat‘_)‘f\;ccjmy&mwﬂ\o&UAJLHUS@J\"SMJ"J&S”JAG&_\:\;)AS)L
J bl 3t (e Adliul e alas 4y Gald be (S SID 8 ke g calidl dn g e |y

s je 8 S e Bl Ll (IS s Laxie 2004 A 4ia ) ae sl Lodie 4l gl Hlal) g
Lo ecball Lgo sy 1) alaall ddaliy Led sy Wila S (1, i O g 55 130e agdl ¥ i la) 1200 il
IS Ay

AL 5 Clad) G dgaa A& Janll J501 2005 ale gy cdaaladl 8 Jasll (e aied Tl 4l
s e e SV AL L SIS " M 3l 5 o) QU J iy LS alae o pae ] 36 Laad
dagy Ol "l " A e i Ledie 31 iSall Als je JLSELY jeas ) cia Lgi g Ul caS
A daill el o e J LeSa B iy Al Jilaal) Ja giall el p dals e 43y g eala
Sl el (ha g5 3 BallAl) as 5 5 atas 1S g " (53] Gl A6 ) aa i



Nariaki Hanada 48

EH “F#k Nariaki Hanada

1988 4F 4 H~1989 4 3 H

T — ORI N

X 4 NBOTEAEELE T LB LETR, BRTEAFOFAITL > TR Z—D
— REYT7 FOMEMAREREINTHELZOT (D EHYiEE LTR)., FAUTZE
NEGIENTZTZIT T L, 37205, AfEEBRKENRSADNRE LR EE AT L
LTI Z DWW TWE LTz, FAOE R7TIdHlomE 2222 b & ¥IlA X
— LT A TOER (LR ZINELZZETL X 9D

EEFORB 2 MEE"E LTEWHENDDE, =V 7 b« f 2T — 2SR
HEWHHMOLEIZ, MM uZIZLOT VA FEESE W72 T, O A a~7
LY RUT, @hfa~FIxv X @A a~7% A =—% (F— b1 ROTFH]
DHY), @A r~T 7 42— (R=— - A—Z7RHOBFEY), 047 (AE) ~
F—PRHL 72— T7 Iy N (1), ZUODOIATH A GHET~ Kb~ &
XFEBY ZORTTS TS EHERERFEOZ YT MERZBETE L, b ok
RBZHiH0OL LT, A0~ Y —)L (T AT ) OFEEERT, SIFCET TR
TINTG T =8RSS VIR LT 2 A, TIEDTER NN TT R, IYNn—T BT
THEANELSATHFARBICRY ET ] L%z, EHLF LY, Y7 b HEE
DIEEDEE ANV TIREGEHRE LT,

I E B U CRk A T2 WIS A £ 9

* (B —D—BIZ=V T NEAORY L% oA e = S
WRTAADFEREEOE L) ERAEDE o CICEARORER, EROIEE Y,
FHEELY

“l  remembered a Japanese harvest full-moon
arrangement of Egyptian fruits and vegetables in the
Cairo center’s main room.” from Prof. Hanada’s letter

Prof.Hanada’s painting, beside the canal
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I was only the fourth person to run the Cairo center. My predecessors had already sorted out all
the details and bigger issues that went into running the center, or at least what was needed in their
time. So, all I did was merely take over. I only had to follow the “sunnah” of my predecessor, the
late Kazuo Otsuka. My only innovations were changing the arrangement of the desks and
purchasing some Islamic history source materials when | first arrived.

One of my responsibilities was to interact with Egyptian and Muslim communities
firsthand. To that end, | walked all around Egypt, starting with Cairo and the Delta. | went at a
steady pace from town to town, from village to village, taking in the good old world of Egypt. My
excursions always began from Cairo, and included (in chronological order): 1. Alexandria, 2.
Damietta, 3. Hussainia (A town near Port Said), 4. Fayum (on the way south to Beni Sueif), and
5. the Pyramids of Dahshur and Giza (round trip). | wanted to make a final sixth trip to Luxor and
Aswan, but when | discussed it with the late Abdul-Rahman Suzuki Noboru he said: “You’d
better stop now. A lot of foreigners go missing around Sohag.” As a father and a husband, | held
back tears when | heard these words from a man who had lived in Egypt for decades. Years after

returning to Japan, he composed a humorous song to remind me of this episode.
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Pictures of two of Prof. Hanada’s paintings are inside the front and back covers of this booklet. The fleft one is
called “Muhammad *Ali Mosque and the Market”, and the right one is called “Picking Cotton”.
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Wandering through the Delta

Trees with leaves aflame and birds singing
Days passed peacefully in the Qasr
In Zamalek where al-Kamil had lived

My temporary home for the year

Like Masri, the “magician” of time

Though my native blood (culture) was crying
When closed, my eyes flood with memories
The long-gone villagers of the Nile

The many ancestries of the city

What attracted my visit

Rising fast to the south of the town

Mogattam hills crying against the soaring sky

Rising every night, | was praying
The night when Al-Hakim died
The truth was hiding again tonight

The shadow of the moon dwelling in the valley

Preparing for the journey in high spirits
Keeping my eyes peeled at dawn
Offering short leave from the Qasr
Returning north along the Nafr

In the center of endless green fields
Meandering from towns to villages
Wandering from villages to towns

My heart fluttered with the rustling breeze

Going to town, like a mosquito
A crowd formed, asking “Esmak?”
Do not ask, a name or beyond

I am merely a fly from afar

The road unfurling under the sun
I see the flowing canal glittering
Many ladies on the shallow bank

Chatting as they wash the clothes

My eyes follow a ripple across
The undulating shadow of white minarets
The sharp line sits on the edge
The far side also, doing the morning wash

Villagers gathered for the spring harvest
Under a sky of white clouds

A line across the cotton field

Greeting each other as they pick along

The south wind at my back, but a long road
Parched on the outskirts of town
Uncapping my water jug by the roadside
A single leaf at the bottom of my well

A long trek amid the fields under blazing sun
My heart and legs tremble

Sounding from afar, subtle and profound
The melody of Adhan revives me

At the time of Fajur, in the morning glow
I keep moving forward through the light
Falling short of Battuta or Basho

A journey, what life truly is
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My assignment to the JSPS center in Cairo lasted one year, from late March 1989 to late March
1990. As | was preparing to leave for Egypt in January 1989, the long-reigning Emperor of Japan
died. The Imperial Funeral was held at the Shinjuku Gyoen Imperial Garden. | remember having
the chance to pay a visit before it was taken down. It was the end of the Heisei era. That was the
same year as the Tiananmen Square incident, the fall of the Berlin Wall, and many other world
events, but not much in Egypt and Western Asia. The Gulf War took place after | had returned to
Japan. A few years later, an incident in Luxor severely impeded Japanese tourism to Egypt.
Dictatorial rule of Egypt brought about the current changes the country is experiencing, both
positive and negative alike.

Then, as now, the facility served as both a residence and an office, on the third or fourth
floors of flat number 19. The building had an old fashioned elevator. | was taught how to free
myself if | ever got stuck inside. Nowadays, there seems to be a lot of work there. But back then,
there were no set tasks and it felt like you could improvise what to do. My researcher
acquaintances knew about the center and would drop in occasionally. It seemed like my primary
job was to stay in contact with them. I would wake up each morning and try to come up with a
plan for the day. It was like an opportunity to catch up on the next year of my life.

My wife quit her job in Japan and came to join me in Cairo. She would prepare meals for
visitors every day or so. We didn’t have the support of the embassy or Japanese companies there,
so | would buy sugar at the “Gameya”, and get rice from the black market. There were some
difficulties, but | believe she thinks it was an interesting experience. There were a number of
researchers from western Asia. Once, there was an engineering professor and his wife visiting
Egypt for the first time. He wanted to meet with some professors from Tanta University, so | went
with him, to show him the way and to enjoy some leisure as well.

We enjoyed the view of villages in the Nile’s lush green delta area. | attended a religious
festival at the shrine of Ahmed EI-Badawy with some exchange students.

| rented a conference room for the Cairo Japanese Club in the Marriott Hotel to hold special
classes for young researchers living in Cairo. It was something that Kazuo Otsuka had started,
and my predecessor Nariaki Hanada had continued. Each class had about 10 people in attendance.
Their favorite part was afterwards, going to an Asian restaurant at the Balmoral Hotel to
exchange opinions.

During my tenure, we held about seven lectures and subsequent discussions, which included
Nakata Kou (post-graduate student at Cairo University), Takeji Inou (Institute of Developing
Economies), myself and Miki Hatanaka (Institute of Developing Economies), Masato lizuka
(expert investigator at the Japanese Embassy), So Hasegawa (post-graduate at Waseda
University), and Tetsuya Otoshi (post-graduate at The University of Tokyo).

Back then, there were many more post-graduate students studying abroad than now. And
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others hungry for knowledge would attend, including Akahori Masayuki from the University of
Tokyo, Fumihiko Hasebe from Keio University, and others who are now in top positions at their
universities. Connecting all these experts in a single place is ample justification for the existence
of the JSPS Cairo center.

I remember that a young professor at Cairo University, who had just returned from the
University of Tokyo, asked me to help him hold a symposium at Cairo University entitled “Japan
and the Arab World in the 90s”. | even read some short papers for it. Nowadays, such work is a
routine part of the JSPS center’s duties, but it was a big deal back then.

During my time stationed in Cairo, | also had the opportunities to visit and experience Iran,
Turkey, and Morocco. Unfortunately, however, | haven’t had the chance to visit Cairo again in the
25 years since.

* AT O MIFE — & A L With Mr. Keiji Okazaki as a next director
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